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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2009-694
Sponsor: LUZ Committee
Date of Introduction: August 25, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ
Date of Analysis: August 27, 2009
Type of Action: Resolution of final appeal of Historic Preservation Commission ruling
Bill Summary: The bill adopts the LUZ Committee’s recommendation regarding a property owner’s appeal of the Historic Preservation Commission’s denial of an application to demolish a structure at 1553 North Market Street in the Springfield historic district.
NOTE: at the time of introduction the bill does not have a recommendation from the LUZ Committee attached; the committee will hold a public hearing and produce a recommendation which will be appended to the bill via amendment before final consideration.

Background Information: Maoz Barav (d.b.a. RIM Properties, Inc.) filed an application in May for permission to demolish a structure at 1553 North Market Street, which the Historic Preservation Commission denied at its July meeting.  Mr. Barav has appealed to the City Council to overturn the decision of the commission and permit the demolition of the structure.  The structure was a neighborhood retail store on the ground floor and had an apartment on the second floor.  The building has been vacant for several years since being closed by the City’s DART team for code violations and drug sales taking place on the premises.  The owner has been unable to obtain financing to renovate the building for commercial use and is being cited by the City for property maintenance code violations.  
Policy Impact Area: Historic preservation
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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